
For twelve-year-old Emily, the best thing about moving to 
San Francisco is that it's the home city of her literary idol: 
Garrison Griswold, book publisher and creator of the online 
sensation Book Scavenger (a game where books are 
hidden in cities all over the country and clues to find them 
are revealed through puzzles). Upon her arrival, however, 
Emily learns that Griswold has been attacked and is now in 
a coma, and no one knows anything about the epic new 
game he had been poised to launch. Then Emily and her 
new friend James discover an odd book, which they come 
to believe is from Griswold himself, and might contain the 
only copy of his mysterious new game.

Racing against time, Emily and James rush from clue to 
clue, desperate to figure out the secret at the heart of 
Griswold's new game―before those who attacked Griswold 
come after them too.



A California girl born and raised, Mai can’t wait 
to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, 
she has to travel to Vietnam with her 
grandmother, who is going back to find out 
what really happened to her husband during 
the Vietnam War. Mai’s parents think this trip 
will be a great opportunity for their out-of-touch 
daughter to learn more about her culture. But to 
Mai, those are their roots, not her own. Vietnam 
is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to 
be. Besides barely speaking the language, she 
doesn’t know the geography, the local customs, 
or even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, 
Mai must find a balance between her two 
completely different worlds.



On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous 
winds and surging water overwhelmed the protective 
levees around low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty 
percent of the city flooded, in some places under twenty 
feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast 
topped $100 billion. One thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-three people lost their lives. The riveting tale of 
this historic storm and the drowning of an American city 
is one of selflessness, heroism, and courage—and also 
of incompetence, racism, and criminality.
    Don Brown’s kinetic art and as-it-happens narrative 
capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the worst 
natural disasters in American history



Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't 
get noticed by the mean kids.

Cardinal rule #2 for surviving school: Seek out 
groups with similar interests and join them.

On her first day at her new school, 
Penelope--Peppi--Torres reminds herself of 
these basics. But when she trips into a quiet 
boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson, she's 
already broken the first rule, and the mean 
kids start calling her the "nerder girlfriend." 
How does she handle this crisis? By shoving 
poor Jaime and running away!



Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his 
mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional Facility in 
tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell 
Block C, and so far Warden Daugherty has made it 
possible for them to be together. That is, until a new 
district attorney discovers the truth—and Perry is 
removed from the facility and forced into a foster 
home.

When Perry moves to the “outside” world, he feels 
trapped. Desperate to be reunited with his mom, 
Perry goes on a quest for answers about her past 
crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover 
that love makes people resilient no matter where they 
come from . . . but can he find a way to tell everyone 
what home truly means?



Things are only impossible if you stop to think about them. 
. . .

While her friends are spending their summers having pool 
parties and sleepovers, twelve-year-old Carolina — Carol 
— is spending hers in the middle of the New Mexico 
desert, helping her parents move the grandfather she’s 
never met into a home for people with dementia. At first, 
Carol avoids prickly Grandpa Serge. But as the summer 
wears on and the heat bears down, Carol finds herself 
drawn to him, fascinated by the crazy stories he tells her 
about a healing tree, a green-glass lake, and the bees that 
will bring back the rain and end a hundred years of 
drought. As the thin line between magic and reality starts 
to blur, Carol must decide for herself what is possible — 
and what it means to be true to her roots. Readers who 
dream that there’s something more out there will be 
enchanted by this captivating novel of family, renewal, and 
discovering the wonder of the world.



their lives forever.

It started as an assignment. Everyone in 
Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student 
somewhere in a distant place.

Martin was lucky to even receive a pen-pal 
letter. There were only ten letters, and fifty kids 
in his class. But he was the top student, so he 
got the first one.

That letter was the beginning of a 
correspondence that spanned six years and 
changed two lives.



It's 1969, and the Apollo 11 mission is getting ready to 
go to the moon. But for half-black, half-Japanese 
Mimi, moving to a predominantly white Vermont town 
is enough to make her feel alien. Suddenly, Mimi's 
appearance is all anyone notices. She struggles to fit 
in with her classmates, even as she fights for her right 
to stand out by entering science competitions and 
joining Shop Class instead of Home Ec. And even 
though teachers and neighbors balk at her 
mixed-race family and her refusals to conform, Mimi’s 
dreams of becoming an astronaut never fade—no 
matter how many times she’s told no.



Timothy is a good kid who did a bad thing. 
Now he's under house arrest for a whole year. 
He has to check in weekly with a probation 
officer and a therapist, keep a journal, and 
stay out of trouble. But when he must take 
drastic measures to help his struggling family, 
staying out of trouble proves more difficult 
than Timothy ever thought it would be. 
Touching, funny, and always original, House 
Arrest is a novel in verse about a good boy's 
hard-won path to redemption.



For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done 
everything with her best friend Nicole. But after 
Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs up 
for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance 
camp instead. And so begins the most difficult 
summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep 
up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the 
friend she feels slipping away, and cautiously 
embark on a new friendship. As the end of 
summer nears and her first roller derby bout 
(and junior high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes 
that maybe she is strong enough to handle the 
bout, a lost friendship, and middle school… in 
short, strong enough to be a roller girl.



This, the only memoir published by a former 
Schindler’s list child, perfectly captures the 
innocence of a small boy who goes through the 
unthinkable. Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was 
only ten years old when the Nazis invaded 
Poland and his family was forced to relocate to 
the Krakow ghetto. With incredible luck, 
perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to 
survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of 
the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of 
Plaszow, the concentration camp outside 
Krakow.

Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of 
one man, Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon 
Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his 
father, and two of his four siblings, by adding 
their names to his list of workers in his factory—a 
list that became world renowned: Schindler’s list.



With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds 
her family suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her 
brother Fritz live on the eastern side, controlled by the 
Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west 
in search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is 
dangerous to watch the wall, to think forbidden thoughts of 
freedom, yet she can't help herself. She sees the East 
German soldiers with their guns trained on their own 
citizens; she, her family, her neighbors and friends are 
prisoners in their own city.

But one day, while on her way to school, Gerta spots her 
father on a viewing platform on the western side, 
pantomiming a peculiar dance. Then, when she receives a 
mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two and two together and 
concludes that her father wants Gerta and Fritz to tunnel 
beneath the wall, out of East Berlin. However, if they are 
caught, the consequences will be deadly. No one can be 
trusted. Will Gerta and her family find their way to 
freedom?



Arthur T. Owens grabbed a brick and hurled it at the 
trash picker. Arthur had his reasons, and the brick hit 
the Junk Man in the arm, not the head. But none of that 
matters to the judge—he is ready to send Arthur to juvie 
forever. Amazingly, it’s the Junk Man himself who offers 
an alternative: 120 hours of community service . . . 
working for him.
 
Arthur is given a rickety shopping cart and a list of the 
Seven Most Important Things: glass bottles, foil, 
cardboard, pieces of wood, lightbulbs, coffee cans, and 
mirrors. He can’t believe it—is he really supposed to 
rummage through people’s trash? But it isn’t long before 
Arthur realizes there’s more to the Junk Man than 
meets the eye, and the “trash” he’s collecting is being 
transformed into something more precious than anyone 
could imagine. . 



Once upon a time, two best friends created a princess 
together. Libby drew the pictures, May wrote the tales, and 
their heroine, Princess X, slayed all the dragons and scaled all 
the mountains their imaginations could conjure. 
Once upon a few years later, Libby was in the car with her 
mom, driving across the Ballard Bridge on a rainy night. When 
the car went over the side, Libby passed away, and Princess 
X died with her. 
Once upon a now: May is sixteen and lonely, wandering the 
streets of Seattle, when she sees a sticker slapped in a corner 
window. 
Princess X? 
When May looks around, she sees the Princess everywhere: 
Stickers. Patches. Graffiti. There's an entire underground 
culture, focused around a webcomic at IAmPrincessX.com. 
The more May explores the webcomic, the more she sees 
disturbing similarities between Libby's story and Princess X 
online. And that means that only one person could have 
started this phenomenon -- her best friend, Libby, who lives.



They got lost.
The world got scared.
And the mud got fuzzy.

Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and seventh grader 
Marshall Walsh have been walking to and from 
Woodridge Academy together since elementary 
school. But their routine is disrupted when bully Chad 
Hilligas challenges Marshall to a fight. 
 
To avoid the conflict, Marshall takes a shortcut home 
through the off-limits woods. Tamaya, unaware of the 
reason for the detour, reluctantly follows. They soon 
get lost. And then they find trouble. Bigger trouble than 
anyone could ever have imagined. What they uncover 
might affect the future of the world.



The two-time Newbery Honor winner Gary D. 
Schmidt delivers the shattering story of Joseph, a 
father at thirteen, who has never seen his 
daughter, Jupiter. After spending time in a juvenile 
facility, he’s placed with a foster family on a farm 
in rural Maine. Here Joseph, damaged and 
withdrawn, meets twelve-year-old Jack, who 
narrates the account of the troubled, passionate 
teen who wants to find his baby at any cost. In this 
riveting novel, two boys discover the true meaning 
of family and the sacrifices it requires.



What waits Beneath?

Pat O'Toole has always idolized his older brother, 
Coop. Coop is... different. He doesn't talk on the 
phone, doesn't use email, and doesn't have friends. 
He's never really cared for anything but the thrill of 
being underground, and for Pat of course. So it's no 
surprise to anyone that after a huge fight with their 
parents, Coop runs away. One year later, Pat 
receives a package containing a digital voice 
recorder and a cryptic message from his brother. He 
follows the clues to New York City and soon 
discovers that Coop has joined the Community, a 
society living beneath the streets. Now it's up to Pat 
to find his brother -- and bring him home.



This brilliant novel by Newbery Medal winner 
Rebecca Stead explores multiple perspectives on 
the bonds and limits of friendship.
   Bridge is an accident survivor who’s wondering 
why she’s still alive. Emily has new curves and an 
almost-boyfriend who wants a certain kind of picture. 
Tabitha sees through everybody’s games—or so she 
tells the world. The three girls are best friends with 
one rule: No fighting. Can it get them through 
seventh grade? 
   This year everything is different for Sherm Russo 
as he gets to know Bridge Barsamian. What does it 
mean to fall for a girl—as a friend? 
   On Valentine’s Day, an unnamed high school girl 
struggles with a betrayal. How long can she hide in 
plain sight?



Fifteen-year-old Amadou counts the things that matter. For two 
years what has mattered are the number of cacao pods he and 
his younger brother, Seydou, can chop down in a day. This 
number is very important. The higher the number the safer they 
are because the bosses won’t beat them. The higher the number 
the closer they are to paying off their debt and returning home to 
Moke and Auntie. Maybe. The problem is Amadou doesn’t know 
how much he and Seydou owe, and the bosses won’t tell him. 
The boys only wanted to make some money during the dry 
season to help their impoverished family. Instead they were 
tricked into forced labor on a plantation in the Ivory Coast; they 
spend day after day living on little food and harvesting beans in 
the hot sun—dangerous, backbreaking work. With no hope of 
escape, all they can do is try their best to stay alive—until 
Khadija comes into their lives. 

She’s the first girl who’s ever come to camp, and she’s a wild 
thing. She fights bravely every day, attempting escape again and 
again, reminding Amadou what it means to be free. But finally, 
the bosses break her, and what happens next to the brother he 
has always tried to protect almost breaks Amadou. The old 
impulse to run is suddenly awakened. The three band together 
as family and try just once more to escape.



Lou might be only twelve, but she’s never been one 
to take things sitting down. So when her Civil 
War-era house is about to be condemned, she’s 
determined to save it—either by getting it deemed a 
historic landmark or by finding the stash of gold 
rumored to be hidden nearby during the war. As Lou 
digs into the past, her eyes are opened when she 
finds that her ancestors ran the gamut of slave 
owners, renegades, thieves and abolitionists. 
Meanwhile, some incidents in her town show her 
that many Civil War era prejudices still survive and 
that the past can keep repeating itself if we let it. 
Digging into her past shows Lou that it’s never too 
late to fight injustice, and she starts to see the real 
value of understanding and exploring her roots.


